
 

 

 

Kirkby Thore Primary School Curriculum Statement 

 

Kirkby Thore Primary School is a small village primary placed in the heart of its rural 

community. Our wonderful outside environment and location, set in the shadow of the 

Pennines, inspires us to “Aim High”, which we achieve using our values of being safe, 

respectful, and ready to learn.  Our bespoke curriculum has been carefully developed to 

ensure sequenced learning and promote critical thinking and engagement so that all children 

achieve to the very best of their ability.  The school is committed to creating a friendly, safe 

and encouraging atmosphere, where everyone feels welcomed and valued.  All members of 

the school community are kind, respectful and encouraging to each other, ensuring that we 

flourish as happy, confident and successful individuals. Success of all kinds is noticed, 

celebrated and rewarded so that aspirations are high, and everyone can take pride in what 

they do and what they achieve together. 

 

EYFS  

Our EYFS curriculum has been designed to ensure children attending our school as younger 

nursery, older nursery or Reception pupils gain the skills they need at their appropriate age 

and stage of development.   As well as the long-term overview, we have planned a two-year 

topic cycle of themes to develop knowledge and an understanding of the world around them.  

We benefit from fabulous indoor and outdoor spaces which we enjoy adapting to reflect our 

themes and children’s interests. As KS1 children share our space, EYFS children also 

encounter continuous provision aimed at older pupils which we can involve them in should 

they express an interest in doing so.  Please see our dedicated EYFS page on our school 

website EYFS – Kirkby Thore School | Penrith | Cumbria. 

 

KS1 & KS2 

For pupils in Y1-6 we have designed a four-year rolling programme of History, Geography, 

Art and Design Technology which all pupils follow, enabling collaborative learning 

opportunities as well as carefully crafted and age-appropriate curriculum coverage.  We have 

chosen to learn together in this way so that we can fully embrace opportunities for subject 

emersion, the sharing and celebration of knowledge and skills gained, and displays which 

enhance our environment.  Practically, working this way will allow us to enable half termly 

https://kirkbythore.education/eyfs-2/


opportunities for getting out in the world and inviting specialist volunteers into school to 

work with us. Maximising our resources in this way ensures that the size of our school does 

not inhibit the experience of the children who come here. As much as we understand our 

responsibility to ensure children are taught about and embrace the very special history, 

culture and environment they grow up in, we also must ensure that they develop a clear 

understanding of what it means to currently be British in our multicultural and diverse society 

which we also aim to celebrate and engage with.  

 

English 

Literacy is at the heart of our curriculum, and we aim for our pupils to develop a lifelong love 

of language and literature during their time with us. We have carefully selected quality texts 

for specific age groups in school, linked to our topics, to help bring these to life and develop 

key comprehension skills and inspire pupils’ creative writing.  Alongside this we follow a 

well-sequenced programme of teaching reading - from the early stages of phonic progression 

through to the development of inference skills which enable children to seek out information 

for themselves, explore subjects in depth and gain a deeper understanding of the world 

around them. The development of writing and oracy skills give our children the power to both 

express themselves confidently and evidence and debate their growing knowledge and 

understanding of the curriculum they are learning.  For further information please see our 

dedicated English curriculum page on our school website English – Kirkby Thore School | 

Penrith | Cumbria. 

 

Maths 

Our teaching of mathematics has been carefully developed alongside Maths Hub support to 

ensure coverage of the national curriculum, and new ‘DfE Ready to Progress’ criteria through 

a careful selection of NCETM and White Rose Maths resources.  Children are taught in 

mixed age groups so we have developed a clear skills progression to ensure they are taught 

and learn what they need to at the appropriate times. Teachers achieve this through carefully 

timetabled small group work and the utilisation of technology to impact teacher led and 

independent learning.  As well as embedding numeracy skills and efficient methods, we want 

our teaching of mathematics to promote thinking and reasoning skills which our pupils can 

readily draw upon to demonstrate both mastery of the subject and to prepare them for the next 

step of their education journey and adult life. For further information please see our dedicated 

English curriculum page on our school website Maths – Kirkby Thore School | Penrith | 

Cumbria 

 

Science 

In Science, we aim to encourage a curiosity for our planet and the living things that share it. 

We want our pupils to appreciate its diversity and learn how to protect it and live sustainably. 

We also recognise Science as a core subject and therefore plan to ensure the coverage, depth 

and time that it rightfully deserves on our weekly timetable. Successful Science teaching not 

only develops understanding of the subject but also an enquiring mind set.  We want our 
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children to be Scientists who think, observe and enjoy working practically and methodically.  

Our science curriculum is also delivered in a themed approach over a two year KS1 cycle and 

four year lower/upper KS2 cycle.  In a small school like ours, it is impossible to cover every 

programme of study at the suggested time, however, we can ensure that whatever they are 

learning about and when, children demonstrate age-appropriate principles of working 

scientifically. For further information please see our dedicated English curriculum page on 

our school website Science – Kirkby Thore School | Penrith | Cumbria 

 

We deliver the following foundations subjects over a four-year cycle, alternating the teaching 

of history and geography, and art and design, on a half termly basis.  

 

History 

In History, we have adopted a yearly pattern of studying ancient, locally significant then 

modern history so that children develop a chronologically secure knowledge and 

understanding of British, local and world history.  Each topic will begin with a chronology 

lesson, ensuring children develop a clear and communicative understanding of significant 

people and events which occurred before, during and after that period of study. Within these 

topics (guided by the National Curriculum statutory framework) we have selected recurring 

themes of the knowledge we aim to develop and revisit repeatedly including social, political, 

economic and cultural significance.  An agreed passport of visits and visitors which was 

developed at the same time as the LTP aims to ensure these themes are brought to life and 

children can immerse themselves in their period of study.  Becoming experts on what life was 

really life in those times will then allow teachers to accurately assess both pupils’ knowledge 

of the past and their ability to answer enquiry questions (such as ‘How and why did Kirkby 

Thore celebrate VE Day?’) meaningfully.  Here in Kirkby Thore, we are so lucky to know 

that our village has been at the centre of significant periods of British History including 

Roman, Viking, Norman and the Tudor/Stuarts times.  Exploring our village and its 

significant buildings such as the Roman Fort and St Michael’s church are obvious non-

negotiable experiences we want the children to enjoy. As our LTP repeats on a four-year 

cycle, we know that children will eventually revisit some areas of study.  This is why our 

MTP clearly specifies developing historian skills as well as subject content so that whilst we 

are all learning about the same time frame, we are covering it an age-appropriate level.  For 

further information please see our dedicated History curriculum page on our school website 

History – Kirkby Thore School | Penrith | Cumbria 

 

 

 

Geography  

We recognise that we are so fortunate to live in this stunning, central part of the country.  Our 

local environment provides us with a wealth of experiential geographical learning. We 
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therefore aim to bring this to life as often as possible by taking children out to experience e.g. 

physical geography:  the formation of the Pennine landscape; human geography: our 

economy and use of natural resources.  We want children to develop a sense of place which 

acknowledges that we live somewhere very special that they will need to safeguard in the 

future should they choose to settle here.  Our local landscape fosters awe due to its beauty 

and dramatic appearance, directly linked to key geographical processes such as glaciation and 

weathering that we want children to understand.  Our traditional economy also includes 

diversity – Appleby Horse Fair, British Gypsum, the A66 Trans Pennine Improvement which 

we can use to develop and enhance our children’s place knowledge.  Equally, we accept that 

our secluded location can inhibit children’s experience of our country and beyond and we 

therefore take our responsibility to inspire curiosity, knowledge and understanding of the 

wider world very seriously through links abroad e.g. Peter Knutsford wildlife photographer. 

 

Geography is taught through a carefully planned series of half termly topics to ensure 

national curriculum coverage of locational knowledge, place knowledge, human and physical 

geography, geographical skills and field work.  As with History, we cannot teach every 

element of the National Curriculum at the age recommendation so have mapped coverage 

over a four year cycle.  Children will therefore re-visit some topics again but be given the 

opportunity to apply their age-appropriate geography skills and fieldwork opportunities. As 

well as bespoke lessons, cross curricular opportunities arise regularly and we see evidence of 

this in books, displays and photographs.  Map skills will be taught alongside position and 

direction in a maths lesson.  Atlases will be used in history when tracking the rise of The 

Roman Empire.  A human geography trip to the seaside could be followed up artistically and 

recorded as a display.  We invite local expertise into school e.g. Eden Rivers Trust, Red 

Squirrel Society and also draw upon local resource banks e.g. Balfour Beatty for our ‘Perfect 

village Project’ linked to the A66 dualling project.   

 

For further information please see our dedicated Geography curriculum page on our school 

website Geography – Kirkby Thore School | Penrith | Cumbria 

 

Art, Craft and Design 

At Kirkby Thore Primary School we aim to provide a high-quality art and design education 

that engages, inspires and challenges pupils, equipping them with the knowledge and skills to 

experiment, invent and create their own works of art, craft and design.  

Art is taught to all children in school on a weekly basis (alternating half termly with Design 

Technology) to develop key skills, promote enjoyment of Art and embed the purpose and 

importance of the subject.  The core aims of the National Curriculum will be addressed 

through carefully planned sequences of lessons based around the work of famous artists and 

linked to a corresponding area of study in either history or geography to help our pupils 

understand the significance and historical and cultural development of different art forms. 

The production of creative work, development of proficient skills and techniques, evaluation 

and analysis of their own work and that of other people will become a familiar approach to 

the subject, ensuring depth and quality of teaching and learning. As well as these bespoke 

lessons, we will incorporate Art and Design elements alongside other subjects. History might 

see pupils creating designs, sculptures and models based on Ancient Egypt or designing 

word-art collages in Geography as evidence of key vocabulary knowledge. We use local 

influences and local artists (for example Andy Goldsworthy sculptures and Georgia O Keefe 

inspired Pennine landscapes) to access different styles of art and develop our own interests 

https://kirkbythore.education/geography/


and preferences. As pupils progress, we ensure they are able to think critically and develop a 

more rigorous understanding of art and design.   

 

For further information please see our dedicated Art & Design curriculum page on our school 

website Art, Craft and Design – Kirkby Thore School | Penrith | Cumbria 

 

Design Technology  

Design and Technology allows pupils to make real life links, and develop aspirations to 

become professionals such as engineers, architects, and designers.  Work often connects with 

on-going topics in other curriculum areas, which allow pupils to understand the importance of 

designing and making in everyday life.  It allows them to become aware of how technology is 

all around us and how its use has evolved as we have.  

DT is taught to all children in school on a weekly basis, every other half term, to develop key 

skills and an understanding of the subject. Pupils are encouraged to investigate, plan, make 

and evaluate their work while working on their own, in pairs and small groups.  All lessons 

are designed to promote enjoyment of DT and embed the purpose and importance of the 

subject.   Our approach to the planning, assessment and teaching of DT throughout the school 

is organised in our mixed age class groupings. We have planned a specific KS1 and KS2 

project for each topic in our four-year cycle so that pupils will never repeat an activity.  As 

with art, we follow a structured approach to each investigation – exploration of a successful 

example, plan, make and finally evaluate.  

As well as bespoke lessons, we often teach DT alongside other core and   foundation subjects.  

For example, in History, pupils might make their own pyramid models or design 

contemporary outfits to demonstrate their cross-curricular topic understanding.  Similarly, in 

Computing you may see children designing and creating their own programmable robots.  

These cross-curricular links help children to develop a secure understanding of materials, 

structures, mechanisms and controls whilst thinking about what their work will be used for 

and the needs of those who use them.   

 From their time in the EYFS all children learn how to safely use a variety of tools under 

supervision to create quality items.   This includes when cooking and preparing food (some of 

which will be grown on site).  All pupils will be taught how to cook and apply the principles 

of nutrition and healthy eating and appreciate seasonality. Opportunities for this have also 

been included in our PSHE planning to help instil a love of cooking and appreciate cultural 

heritage and differences.  Cooking regularly should encourage pupils to appreciate that 

learning how to cook is a crucial life skill that enables pupils to feed themselves and others 

affordably and well, now and in later life. We incorporate local influences to develop our 

interest and love for DT. For example, children from Acorns take part in Forest School 

sessions which allow the children to link nature with DT.  We also liaise with local artists and 

other experts to access different styles of design and technology when these opportunities are 

presented to us e.g. Balfour Beatty perfect village project. 

 

https://kirkbythore.education/art-craft-and-design/


For further information please see our dedicated Design and Technology curriculum page on 

our school website Design Technology – Kirkby Thore School | Penrith | Cumbria 

 

Wider curriculum foundation subjects 

 

Music 

At Kirkby Thore we believe that music enriches children’s lives in and out of school. 

Appreciation of instrumental sounds, singing, melody and rhythm give opportunities for 

children to learn, express themselves work collaboratively and be happy!  Music is part of our 

cultural identity, and we want every child to be aware of this.  Music also has fantastic 

learning opportunities and can assist learning across the curriculum, such as in English, PE or 

History and we will ensure that pupils have learning opportunities, using music, in all these 

areas. 

Music unites us.  At Kirkby Thore School we sing and play together for pleasure as well as 

performance.  We also join in others or listen to their high-quality music for example with 

Appleby Hand Bells or by taking part in St Andrew’s carol concert.  We discuss our musical 

likes and dislikes sensitively, sharing pieces of music that we connect to personally, or that 

we enjoy with our families at home.  We also sequence our teaching and learning of the 

subject throughout school so that we deliver the National Curriculum effectively and 

uniquely. 

By the end of Key Stage 1 we will ensure that children have played a variety of tuned and un-

tuned instruments.  They will play these with increasing control, following three and four 

beats in a bar rhythms.  From when they first enter school, children will listen to a variety of 

high-quality live and recorded music.  This will happen on a weekly basis in music lessons 

but also as part of daily school life e.g. when entering/exiting collective worship, or as a 

background at special events.  We want children to love music, to develop a sense of their 

favourite artists and genres, so that music fully enriches their lives.  Our pupils will also 

become singers.  At this early age we are happy for them to lose themselves in performance 

and enjoy their singing.  We will help them control their voice once they have found it and 

enjoy using it! 

In KS2, children will learn to play an instrument.  We have a selection of tuned instruments 

such as boom whackers, hand bells, chime bars and recorders. We have chosen recorder as 

our woodwind instrument because we believe this will give them flexibility of choice if they 

would like to extend their learning and play additional woodwind instruments at KS3. Pupils 

will learn to recognise and respond to crotchet, quaver, minim and semibreve 

notation.  Children will also use these when composing and performing in small groups.  We 

aim for pupils to leave our school reading simple musical and rhythmic notation.  Our pupils 

will regularly perform together at school and community events.  They will reflect on their 

performance and growing skills regularly to be able to improve upon them.  During KS2 we 

will help children control and vary their vocal performances, maintaining that initial 

exuberance and enjoyment, but also developing quality singing.  Children will be introduced 
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to an ever-widening mix of genres and artists, they will formally react to this music, sharing 

emotional and musical responses.  They will leave school with a broad spectrum of musical 

experience that they can draw from, to help them identify music to reach to when they need it 

in their life. 

 

For further information please see our dedicated Music curriculum page on our school 

website Music – Kirkby Thore School | Penrith | Cumbria 
 

MFL 

We have chosen French as our chosen Modern Foreign Language due to its geographical proximity 

and staff subject knowledge.  Our focus on French aims to provide pupils with a firm foundation in 

listening, speaking and reading, fostering their confidence and enjoyment in using another language. 

Our French curriculum is delivered to Years 3 to Year 6 in a mixed age grouping. Careful 

planning ensures continuity and development of key language skills. Lessons are designed to 

be engaging, interactive, and practical, making language learning enjoyable and accessible 

for all pupils. Emphasis is placed on accurate pronunciation and intonation. Pupils are 

introduced to basic grammar concepts, including gender and simple verb conjugation. 

Reading and writing activities are gradually incorporated, with pupils beginning to 

understand and produce written French. Cultural aspects of French-speaking countries are 

woven into the curriculum, helping pupils appreciate the language's global significance. 

By the end of their primary education, our pupils will have developed a basic proficiency in 

French, equipping them with the skills to engage in simple conversations, understand spoken 

and written French in familiar contexts, and express themselves in writing. We are committed 

to nurturing confident, enthusiastic, and capable language learners who are ready to embrace 

the opportunities of a multicultural world and are well-prepared for further language learning 

in secondary school. 

For further information please see our dedicated MFL curriculum page on our school website  

Modern Foreign Language – Kirkby Thore School | Penrith | Cumbria 

 

RE 

Our approach to the teaching of RE follows the Cumbria Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education 

and findings from Ofsted's April 2024 ‘Deep and Meaningful? The religious education subject report’.   

RE is key to helping young people grow up in today’s multi-faith, diverse and connected world. Our 

school aims to give pupils opportunities to develop their knowledge and understanding of religions 

and beliefs which will then contribute to the development of their own beliefs and values.  

RE is taught once a week in school.  Subject knowledge is also backed up by extra learning 

opportunities including Prayer-Space days, assemblies by local faith leaders and visits to local places 

of worship.  People from both the local community and from further afield are invited into school to 

share their experiences, knowledge and views of their religions whenever possible.  

https://kirkbythore.education/music/
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 The overriding aim of our teaching of RE is that pupils deepen their understanding, term by term and 

topic by topic, of 6 major Abrahamic and Dhamic world faiths and become confident in their 

application of the SACRE disciplines of Theology, Philosophy and Human Sciences. Our curriculum 

coverage has also been chosen to reflect the complex and diverse world we live in but are sometimes 

geographically detached from in our rurally isolated area.  

For further information please see our dedicated RE curriculum page on our school website  
Religious Education – Kirkby Thore School | Penrith | Cumbria 

 

PE 

At Kirkby Thore Primary School our Physical Education (PE) curriculum aims to ignite a 

lifelong love of physical activity. We believe this is an important part of promoting a healthy 

physical and mental lifestyle. We believe in creating an inclusive and inviting environment 

where every student is encouraged to engage, explore, and challenge themselves both 

physically and mentally. All pupils are given the opportunity to represent school 

competitively and older pupils are encouraged to coach their peers and lead playtime 

activities. By offering a variety of sports, games, and outdoor activities, we ensure that every 

student finds something they love. This positive experience forms the foundation for lifelong 

participation in physical activity which we openly promote as a benefit to mental health as 

well. We work in partnership with local experts to develop e.g. football, rugby, tennis and 

dance and are part of the Eden Valley Association of cluster schools ensuring our pupils 

compete, develop skills and socialise regularly through sport.  

Given our unique context of mixed-age classes, we have carefully grouped National 

Curriculum objectives to ensure coverage across Key Stages while allowing for 

differentiation and progression. We focus on building fundamental movement skills 

alongside sport-specific techniques. Through progressive, well-structured activities, students 

develop agility, coordination, balance, and strength, ensuring they are equipped for a range of 

physical challenges both inside and outside school. Our awe-inspiring school grounds 

demand that outdoor education is a core component of our curriculum. We ensure our 

students connect with nature across the curriculum. Outdoor learning fosters teamwork, 

resilience, problem-solving, and creativity, enhancing both personal and physical 

development. We engage with specialist leaders to develop outdoor and adventurous skills 

and take pupils off site as often as possible from them joining us in EYFS. 

We enrich our curriculum through: 

• Membership of Eden Valley Association of sport accessing instructed activities such 

as Tri Golf and Orienteering and differentiated competitions e.g. fun swimming gala 

• After school participation in our cluster sporting calendar for football, netball and 

rugby including our own Catriona Stables tournament. 

• Sports Day 

• Outdoor and adventurous trips e.g. Y4-6 residential, whole school Whinlatter walk. 

• Links with local clubs and coaches e.g. AFC 

• After school clubs e.g. Dance, netball, football 

https://kirkbythore.education/religious-education/


 

For further information please see our dedicated PE curriculum page on our school website 

Physical Education – Kirkby Thore School | Penrith | Cumbria 

 

Computing 

Our intent for the teaching of Computing is to equip all pupils with the skills, knowledge, and 

understanding necessary to thrive in a digital world. We aim to deliver a high-quality 

computing education that enables children to use technology creatively, responsibly, and 

confidently. 

Given our unique setting of mixed-age classes, we implement a two-year rolling programme 

that ensures full coverage of the National Curriculum for Computing across Key Stage 1 

and Key Stage 2. This approach allows for continuity, progression, and depth of learning, 

while accommodating the diverse needs and abilities of our pupils. 

We use Purple Mash and Mini Mash as our core resource to support the delivery of 

computing. This platform provides a rich and engaging curriculum that covers the three key 

strands of computing: 

• Computer Science – understanding how digital systems work and how to program 

them. 

• Information Technology – using technology to create, store, and manipulate digital 

content. 

• Digital Literacy – using technology safely, respectfully, and responsibly. 

Our curriculum is designed to: 

• Foster computational thinking and problem-solving skills. 

• Encourage creativity and collaboration through project-based learning. 

• Promote e-safety and responsible use of technology. 

• Provide inclusive and accessible learning experiences for all pupils. 

Each year group will revisit key concepts with increasing complexity, ensuring progression 

and mastery. The rolling programme is carefully mapped to ensure that all statutory 

requirements are met over the two-year cycle, with clear links to other curriculum areas where 

appropriate. 

All pupils have their own device for access and safeguarding. 

 

For further information please see our dedicated Computing curriculum page on our school 

website Computing – Kirkby Thore School | Penrith | Cumbria 

https://kirkbythore.education/physical-education/
https://kirkbythore.education/computing/


 

PSHE 

We have devised a carefully planned approach to the teaching of Personal, Social, Health and 

Economic education with overarching aims as well as a two-year cycle of teaching and learning 

content so that, in KS1, all content is covered without being rushed and in KS2, pupils can revisit 

learning at age-appropriate levels.   

Our overarching aims for the distinct areas of PSHE are: 

Personal: children develop their own respectful values and display those of our school.  They know 

how to keep themselves healthy and safe. They understand how relationships can be good and bad. 

They explore their role as future earth citizens and how they need to protect and improve the planet 

through living sustainably and responsibly.  We want our school to be at the heart of the community 

so take part in and facilitate as many events as we can to nurture relationships and demonstrate our 

commitment to the village and the people who live there.   

Social:   Our buddy system pairs up older with younger children so that they can act as role models 

and give support to our youngest pupils to enable them to quickly feel happy, safe and part of our 

school family.  Our house system further encourages nurturing relationships and develops leadership 

qualities as one pupil will take responsibility for house leadership.   Pupils collect house points 

whenever they demonstrate our core values of being safe, respectful and ready to learn.  Our motto is 

‘Aim High’ therefore we also celebrate success and diligence. Each week, the house who gain the 

most points enjoy an early lunch service at a special table.  Every term, the house who have collected 

the most points receive a pre-determined treat. The three schoolhouses – Murton, Dufton and Knock 

reflect distinct high points in our local environment that can be seen from classroom windows and the 

playground.   Our school council, voted by their peers, meet half termly to consider school successes 

and areas for development.  

Through our long-term planning for PSHE, pupils are taught about e-safety and bullying and learn 

about different cultures and religions.  Areas of safeguarding, safeguarding, such as 'stranger danger' 

for our younger pupils are covered.  Pupils also learn about relationships, as part of the statutory 

expectations of the National Curriculum.  Externally children are given opportunities to develop and 

learn to interact socially.  Older children are made aware of world issues in weekly assemblies and all 

pupils regularly go on school trips and excursions, to develop their social skills. 

Health: we have devised a comprehensive curriculum that teaches health education to [pupils from the 

EYFS. Children have opportunities to learn about personal hygiene, healthy eating, take part in First 

Aid training and learn about what is safe/healthy and unsafe/unhealthy including the effects of 

alcohol. Tobacco and drugs.   Age-appropriate Relationship and Sex Education lessons are taught as 

per statutory requirements.   

For further information please see our dedicated PSHE curriculum page on our school 

website PSHE – Kirkby Thore School | Penrith | Cumbria 
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