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Contact Us: 

Jen Robinson Headteacher  - JRobinson@kts.changinglives.education  

Julie Palmer school office and all general enquiries -  admin@kts.changinglives.education 

Dear Families,       
 

Another busy week has passed in school.  The summer term always brings lots of additional enrich-
ment opportunities to enjoy but we must remember that we are still busy with assessments too.  Well 
done to year ones who breezed through their phonics screening tests at the beginning of the week.  
Like other statutory assessments, we have to wait to find out a scaled score pass mark, but we were 
very impressed by high scores and their ability to decode real and unreal alien words such as blarge, 
crume and phech! On Wednesday, Y4 sat a timed, online multiplication check where they are tested 
on all tables up to 12 and have 6 seconds to answer each one!  Mrs Palmer has been helping them pre-
pare and again, was really proud of how they took it in their stride.  Job done! 
 
Personal development and fun opportunities this week have included Little Learners (it was lovely to 
see so many families this week—thank you), Swimming, Temple Sowerby Cricket (thanks again to Mrs 
Moore), House Treat, Netball Practise and Tri Kidz at Bolton for KS2 this afternoon. Phew!  Oaks 
Class are also working towards the culmination of their project with Balfour Beatty (photos on the 
next page) and we will let you know when this is ready for public viewing.   
 
Next week, we are looking forward to s Street Dance session on Monday afternoon for all pupils and 
on Friday, Y5 are visiting Appleby Grammar School to take part in their Maths and Science Trail 
which is also great transition as they approach Year 6! 
 
Later in the term we are excited about another communal art project with Andi Taylor—this 
time to paint murals on the green boards in the entrance area.  We will be selecting our repre-
sentatives for Area Sports in July following our Sports Day on Monday 23rd at 2pm.  We al-
ready have replies from cluster schools who are coming to join in with Catriona Stables netball 
and football on Wednesday 2nd July.   This event is a major fundraiser for school.  We appre-
ciate the organisation involved and have been asked by FOKS to appeal for helpers once again 
to assist with the serving of food and tidying away of the event.  This event ran like clockwork 
last year… many hands make light work! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Finally, our school trip on Monday 14th July will be a combined visit to The Devil’s Porridge Museum 
near Dumfries to round off our WW2 learning and then Caerlaveroch Wetlands Centre for some ac-
tivities to develop our  Geography field work skills. 
 
Have a lovely weekend. 
Mrs Robinson and the Team at Kirkby Thore Primary School 
 



 
 

While Murton were at the Rec, the rest of Oaks Class started model village 
planning in the hall.  After a recap on grid referencing and compass points, 

they started plotting amenities such as a swimming pool and community café! 
 



Last half term’s treat was a visit to the Rec which Murton house enjoyed yesterday. It was lovely to see them taking 
turns and playing cooperatively. 

This half term we are working towards a sweet end of term treat although we have decided that as a whole school 
reward we will all enjoy an ice cream picnic, with the winning house upgrading with sauce and sprinkles! 



What’s on in the your local area 





 

Dates for your Diary 

** UNIFORM, SHOES & PE KITS** 
Please ensure that your child has the correct uniform, footwear and PE Kit available in school 
at all times.  There are still 8 weeks  of the summer term to go in this academic year and 
we expect  all children to dress appropriately for their safety and in accordance with the 

home school agreement.  We will be contacting parents if uniform is not appropriate, please 
let us know if you require our assistance with this. 

 
16.06.25    Kemi in school for a Street Dance session  
18.06.25    Whole School Swimming 
18.06.25    Football practice 
19.06.25    Netball practice 
20.06.25    Yr6 visit to Patterdale 
20.06.25    Yr5 Maths & Science Trail Appleby Grammar  
23.06.25    Little Learners 
23.06.25    Our sports afternoon —2pm Everyone Welcome 

24.06.25    Warcop Shield Netball  & Football Tournament 
25.06.25    Whole school swimming 
26.06.25    Football practice 
27.06.25    Netball practice 
30.06.25    Transition for new reception collect at 11.45 
02.07.25    Catriona Stables Football & netball Tournament—information       
     to follow  
03.07.25    Transition for new reception 1pm –3.20pm 
04.07.25    Appleby Area Sports—more info to follow 
07.07.25    Transition for new reception collect at 1pm 
07.07.25    Little Learners 
10.07.25    Transition for new reception 12pm —3.20pm 
14.07.25    Whole School Trip 
18.07.25    Yr 6 Leavers & Learning Assembly 9.00am  
     Everyone Welcome              
     SCHOOL FINISHES 2PM               
 

 

 



Section 576 of the Education Act 1996 states that, in relation to a child or young person, a ‘parent’ includes any 
person who is not a parent (from which can be inferred ‘biological parent’) but who has parental responsibility 
for or care of the child. 
  
For the purposes of education law, the Department for Education (DfE) considers a ‘parent’ to include: 
  
•            all biological parents, whether they are married or not any person who, although not a biological parent, 
has parental responsibility for a child or young person – this could be an adoptive parent, a step-parent, a 
guardian or other relative any person who, although they are not a biological parent and do not have parental 
responsibility, has care of a child or young person. 
•            A person typically has care of a child or young person if the child lives with them either full or part time 
and they look after them, irrespective of what their biological or legal relationship is with the child. 





 

 
School Checklist 

 
Please refer to the following information regarding school policies and procedures  

 • Gates unlock at 8.00a.m. to allow access to the entrance (please remember no dogs are allowed on school 
premises). We ask children to form their class lines so that they are ready to enter the building and start 
the day at 8.45a.m.  

• School ends at 3.20 p.m. please collect your children from the playground. Staff will only release children 
when they are alerted to the presence of a person responsible for collection. Please let us know if someone 
different is collecting your child. If your child has your permission to walk to or from school alone, please 
make us aware of this. 

• Good attendance at school is vital for your child’s learning and progress; please let us know as soon as     
possible if your child is not attending, with the reason for the for their absence.  From September, we will 
be working with the Westmorland and Furness School Attendance Officer and have a statutory duty to 
share our daily attendance with them.  This means that prolonged, unexplained or unauthorised absence will 
be followed up by them. Further details to follow. 

• If your child is under the weather, we are willing to administer pain relief medication but will require you to 
complete an administration of medicine form.  Conversely, any child suffering symptoms of sickness and/or 
diarrhea must remain at home until they are 48hrs clear of their last episode.  

• We try to email most communications, however sometimes they will be in the form of a letter. Therefore, 
please check your emails and your child’s book bag every day.  

• After School Club is available from 3.20 p.m.—4.30 p.m. Mon—Fri and costs £4.00 a session.  To ensure we 
are able to cover staffing for the club we would appreciate bookings to be made each Monday for the week 
ahead.  Please book on the app or let Mrs Palmer know via email or in person.  Emergencies do happen, which 
we appreciate and will always support you with.  

• Breakfast club runs every morning starting at 8.00 a.m. and costs £2.50 per day.  Again, please ensure that 
you book sessions a week in advance whenever possible.   

• School Uniform must be worn. This consists of black/grey trousers/skirt, school polo shirt and a school    
sweatshirt or school cardigan. Sensible black shoes (no coloured trainers) should be worn and a coat will be 
needed for break time. PE kit is navy/black shorts and a red PE T-Shirt. Suitable sports footwear must also 
be worn for P.E. Sweatshirts, polo shirts and PE shirts embroidered with the school logo can be purchased 
from Lakeland Embroidery in Penrith. PE kit should be brought into school on Monday and taken home on    
Friday.  

• This year, we are also asking  that a  spare pair of wellies/trainers (depending on your childs preferred ac-
tivity) be brought to school so that they can access the field for football or general play  all year round.  

• If ear-rings are worn, these should only be stud ear-rings. Ideally, your child should be able to manage  

   taking these out for PE lessons themselves. No make-up, nail varnish or child’s tattoos should be worn at 
school. Please ensure long hair is tied back. We also ask that you consider appropriate styling of your child ’s 
hair. We are working hard to foster positive attitudes to teaching and learning and believe that personal 
appearance is an important aspect of demonstrating our school values of Being Respectful and Ready to 
Learn.  

•  Upon starting school, your child will be allocated to one of our new school houses: Murton, Dufton or Knock 
They will earn extra house points by remembering their reading books, reading records and water bottles 
every day. New starters will be provided with a book bag.  

•  Your child may bring fruit for a snack at morning break.   

• We remain a nut free school so please ensure snacks and packed lunch contents are free from nuts. 

• To keep paper costs to a minimum we use email to send information to you whenever possible. If you would 
like a paper copy of any information, please let the office know, otherwise please ensure we have your up to 
date email address. 

• To avoid the disappointment of them being lost or broken, please don’t bring in toys unless requested  by   
your child’s teacher, in which case they will be looked after in the classroom.  

• Bikes and scooters can be ridden to school and kept in the bike racks or shed. For everyone’s safety, please 
do not let your child ride their bike or scooter in the school grounds. 

• For those who  have to drive to school , please think carefully about where you park, to ensure that children 
and parents with buggies can enter the school grounds safely.  

• Please do not bring your dog onto school grounds.  


