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adze:
A tool for cutting away wood, similar to an axe. It has arched blades at  
right angles.

ancestor:
A deceased member of a family from quite far back in the family tree. You are 
descended from your ancestors.

archaeology:
The science of studying things from the past and piecing parts of history 
together from the evidence found.

Australopithecus:
An ape-like ancestor of human beings. The first 
hominid to walk upright.

awl:
A small pointed tool, used for making holes in hides.

barter:
The exchange of goods without using money.

bow drill:
An ancient drilling tool used for drilling into bone and shell. Also used to 
generate heat and make fire.

burin:
A flint tool that is similar to a chisel.

carbon dating:
A method used by scientists to determine the age of an artefact by analysing 
the carbon content in them.

clan:
A group of people related to each other by blood or marriage.

coppice:
A managed area of woodland in which the trees are regularly cut back to 
ground level to stimulate growth, in order to provide firewood or timber.

coracle:
A small, round boat made of wickerwork and covered with a watertight 
material. A paddle is used to propel it forward.

Cro-Magnons:
The first modern humans to live in Europe.
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cuneiform:
The first system of writing. It was invented by the Sumerians of Mesopotamia.

dolmen:
The remains of a tombstone made from a large flat stone laid on top of several 
upright stones.

dugout canoe:
A canoe made from hollowing out a tree trunk.

earthwork:
A man made bank of earth, made as a defensive wall around settlements in 
ancient times.

evolution:
The changes that occur in a species or animal over millions of years as it 
adapts to its environment and becomes more complex.

extinction:
When an entire species of animal or plant disappears or dies.

fertility goddess:
A goddess believed to give life to all animals, humans and plants.

flax:
A textile fibre taken from the flax plant, a blue flowered plant with a  
stringy stem.

flint:
A dark grey stone that flakes easily to make tools and 
weapons.

glacial:
A glacial period refers to when the Earth was covered by 
ice. Glacial periods are also known as ice ages. Warmer 
periods between ice ages are known as interglacial periods.

haft:
The handle of an axe.

hand-axe:
An axe that fits into the hand.

harpoon:
A weapon made of a long rope and a spear head on the end. It is then thrown 
at its target.



henge:
A circular monument made of wood or stone.

hominid:
Humans and their most recent ancestors.

Homo erectus:
Means ‘upright man’. The first humans to use fire and shelter 
to live in cold climates. They lived at around 1.9 million  
years ago.

Homo habilis:
This means ‘handy man’ as they were the first species to  
make tools.

Homo sapiens:
This means ‘wise man’. All humans and Neanderthals belong to 
this species.

hunter-gatherer:
A person who survives by hunting wild animals and gathering food  
from plants.

land bridge:
A strip of land that connects two masses of land. It is sometimes covered up 
by rising sea levels but revealed again when it falls.

mammoth:
A very large and extinct animal, looks a lot like a woolly elephant.

megalith:
A large stone monument.

Mesolithic:
Refers to the middle part of the Stone Age, between the Paleolithic and Neolithic. 
It began around 12,000 years ago and farming began in this period.

Mesopotamia:
An ancient region in West Asia between the Tigris and Euphrates river. The 
world’s first civilisations began here.

Neanderthal:
Neanderthals are an extinct species of hominids that were the closest relatives 
to modern human beings. They lived between 400,000 and 40,000 years ago. 
They had a receding forehead and a prominent brow ridge.
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Near East:
The countries in the Eastern part of the Mediterranean.

Neolithic:
Also known as ‘the new stone age’. This period began about 10,000 years ago.

nomad:
A person who is part of a group that roams from place to place in search for 
fresh pastures and animals and has no permanent home.

ochre:
A type of red or yellow coloured Earth used as a pigment in paint.

Palaeolithic:
The Old Stone Age, this period began 2 million years ago when the first tools 
were made.

passage grave:
A communal grave made up of a burial chamber and 
covered by an earth mound. A door and passage leads 
to the exterior.

prehistoric:
Relating to the period before written records.

quern:
A hand mill used for grinding corn.

radiocarbon dating:
An accurate technique for dating organic materials such as wood.

shaman:
A medicine man or woman who is believed to have access to the world of 
good and evil spirits with the power to heal sick people.

sickle:
A tool with a curved blade to harvest crops.

sinew:
A tendon in animals that joins muscle to bone. Prehistoric people used 
it as thread for sewing.

spear-thrower:
A spear-thrower is a tool or weapon which acts as a lever to help reach 
greater speed when throwing a spear or dart.
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species:
A group of animals or plants of the same kind that breed to  
produce offspring.

symbol:
A mark or character with a special meaning, found in paintings or on stones.

tally stick:
A piece of wood or bone with marks cut into it for the purpose of recording  
a number.

tepee:
A cone shaped tent. North American Indians use them as homes.

tinder:
 Dry or flammable materials used to start a fire.

travois:
A type of sledge pulled by horses, used by North American Indians to  
carry goods.

trepanning:
A surgical procedure used by prehistoric people, in which they cut a hole into 
someone’s skull. It was believed to let illness escape from the body.

tribe:
A group of people that live together and live a common way of life. They also 
share the same language.

tundra:
A vast, flat Arctic region of Europe, where there are no trees and the soil is 
permanently frozen under the surface.

umiak:
A rowing boat made of whalebone and skin with a 
single sail. It traditionally rowed by Inuit women.

Venus figurine:
A statue of a woman that usually has 
large breasts, hips and buttocks. They 
are believed to be symbols of fertility and 
good luck.

witchetty grub:
The larva of a type of moth, eaten by some Aboriginal Australians.

woolly rhinoceros :
An extinct prehistoric mammal.
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